
Botany DEPARTMENT Activities - 2021-2022 

 

National Level Faculty Development Program on “Reimagining Plant sciences 

for Sustainable Future- opportunities and Challenges” (2nd to 6th August 2021) 

 

A five-day National Level Faculty Development Program on “Reimagining Plant 

Sciences for Sustainable Future- opportunities and Challenges’ was organized by 

PG & Research Department of Botany on 2nd to 6th   August 2021. Totally, 32 

participants from various Universities and Colleges such as Bharathidasan 

University, Alagappa University and Annamalai University; Thanthai Hans Rover 

College, Patna Womens College, St. Xavier’s College, AVVM Sri Pushpam 

College, Mount Carmel College, Bishop Heber College, Srimad Andavan Arts and 

Science, Idhaya College for Women, Government Arts College- Chennai, Jamal 

Mohamed College, MIT College of Arts & Science for Women, Stella Maris 

College, TDMNS College and Aringar Anna Government Arts College were 

participated in the FDP. 

Day 1  (2.8.2021) 

 On the first day of the FDP the Head of the Department of Botany Dr.  S. 

Catharin Sara welcomed the participants. The Guest speaker Mr. P. Suresh Kumar, 

Founder CEO, Agna Inc., Coimbatore delivered a talk on “Emerging 

Entrepreneurship on Plant Sciences for Sustainable future”. He elaborated the 

demand of the plant-based products in the current situation and the emerging 
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entrepreneurial opportunities. He also explained the different value-added products 

and branding. The participants actively interacted with the speaker. The vote of 

thanks was given by Dr. A. Freeda Rose, Assistant Professor of Botany. 

 

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Day 2 (3.8.2021) 

The second day of FDP on ‘Reimagining plant sciences for sustainable future – 

Opportunities and challenges’ has started successfully at 3 pm on 03.08.2021 with 

the prayer service. Dr. T. Mayba Gnana Suky, Associate Professor of Botany 

introduced the chief guest and welcomed the gathering. The resource person of the 

day was Dr. B. Padmanaban, Former Principal Scientist, National Research Centre 

for Banana, Thayanur, Tiruchirappalli delivered a special talk on “Opportunities 

available in Plant Sciences for Sustainable Research and Development”. He has 

elaborated various opportunities available in Plant Sciences for Sustainable 

Research and Development. He also highlighted various skills that are necessary 

for successful career. He also emphasized the significance of plants in current 

research scenario. The participants actively involved in the discussion. The 

resource person answered all the questions raised by the participants. The 

interactive session came to an end with vote of thanks which was proposed by Dr. 

R. Kavitha, Assistant Professor of Botany.  

 



 

 

 

 

 



Day 3  (4.8.2021) 

The Resource person of the third day of FDP was Dr.M.Johnson Assistant 

Professor in  Department of Botany, Director, Centre for Biodiversity and 

Biotechnology, St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Palayamkottai and gave a 

special talk on “Phytochemical screening and metabolic profiling of  Plant 

resources”. 

Dr. I. Helen Diana, Assistant Professor, PG and Research Department of Botany 

Holy Cross College, welcomed the gathering and introduced the chief guest, 

Assistant Professor Dr.M.Johnson. He highlighted the scope and importance of 

“Phytochemical screening and metabolic profiling of Plant resources”. He  

explained the Objectives of Extraction techniques in sample preparation, advanced 

extraction methods, extraction of bioactive compounds, and new database (GAIN 

& GPDB) Robust ethnopharmacological database for analysing the phytochemical 

compounds. The Participants enthusiastically interacted with the chief guest.  Dr. I. 

Helen Diana,  Assistant Professor of Botany proposed Vote of thanks.  

 



 

 

 

 



Day 4   (5.8.2021) 

Fourth day of the Faculty Development Program was started on 5th August 2021 at 

3.00 pm with prayer. Dr. R. Manonmani, Assistant Professor of Botany, Holy 

Cross College (Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli. welcomed the gathering. The 

session on ‘Microbes for Sustainability in Agriculture” was dealt by Dr.S. 

Seshadri, Advisor and Technology Business Incubator, Sathyabama Institute of 

science and Technology, Chennai. He explained about the natural resource 

management, microbial technology, ecological regenerative agriculture, 

sustainable food system, entrepreneurship for development of interventions 

towards rural areas in an effective manner. He outlined the global goals for 

sustainable development and also highlighted the importance and role of microbes 

in the field of agriculture with an excellent example. His wide knowledge on soil 

microbes was an eye opener to the participants and he also insisted to invent 

something new in the field of microbes. Dr. B. Helenmary Piramila, Assistant 

Professor of Botany proposed vote of thanks. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Day 5  (6.8.2021) 

Fifth day of National level FDP was started with prayer service. Dr. 

M.Revathi  Assistant Professor of Botany, Holy Cross College welcomed the 

gathering. Dr.R.Sathish kumar, professor & Head, Department  of Biotechnology 

Bharathiar University  enlightened us with the topic Systems Biology an overview. 

In his lecture, he emphasized systems biology with heterogeneity in size and time 

scale like atomic scale, molecular scale and cellular scale. He discussed about the 

system level of understanding with system structure and system dynamics. In 

addition to that he also explained about complexity of biological cycle occur in a 

living organism with 6 different steps and integration of data and approaches in 

systems biology. The session was highly interactive and informative. The 

Participants enthusiastically participated and interacted with the chief guest. 

                 At the end of the session Participants clarified their doubts by asking 

questions & also they gave feedback about the FDP. Finally, the FDP came to an 

end with the vote of thanks proposed by Dr.A.Auxilia, Assistant Professor of 

Botany Holy Cross College, Trichy. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Botany ASSOCIATION Activities - 2021-2022 

 

Botany Association Inauguration 

16.09.2021 - Botany Club Inauguration  

 The Department of Botany has planned an association to nourish all round 

personality development of the students. The inauguration of Botany Club of Holy Cross 

College, Trichy for the academic year 2021 – 2022 was held on 16th September 2021.  

Dr. B. Helenmary Piramila, Assistant Professor, PG and Research Department of Botany 

welcomed the gathering.  The meeting was started at 2.00pm with a prayer service. 

Rev.Dr.Sr. Anne Xavier, Secretary, Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli 

felicitated the gathering. She explained the significance of plants in day today life and the 

values it teaches us. She also insisted the importance of plants and their products such as 

lifesaving gas (oxygen) is the need of the hour at the present polluted environment. Dr. 

S.R. SenthilKumar, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Botany, St.Joseph’s 

College (Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli was the Resource Person. He gave a talk on 

“Structural Diversity of Plants- A Future Source”. The Resource person outlined the 

structural variations among different varieties of plants and vegetables such as chilies, 

brinjals and pumpkins with beautiful photographs. He also explained some medicinal 

plants and their pharmacological actions with relevant examples. Finally, he correlated 

the biodiversity with COVID-19. He enlightened the positive and negative impacts of 

COVID -19 on biodiversity with appropriate examples. The session came to an end at 

3.45 pm with the vote of thanks. 

               About 42 students and 12 staff members (2 staff members from Environmental 

Sciences) from our department (totally 54 participants) participated in the inauguration 
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meeting. At the end of the session, the participants clarified their doubts. Many students 

contented with the potencies of the talk and appreciated. Overall, the association meeting 

was very useful for the participants to improves their natural curiosity and provides 

knowledge on different varieties of plants and their uses in the day today life and tends to 

conserve our planet earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PG and Research Department of Botany 
(DST-FIST & DBT-   Star College Scheme) 

Holy Cross College (Autonomous) 
Affiliated to Bharathidasan University 

Nationally Accredited (4th Cycle) with A++ Grade (CGPA 3.75/4) by NAAC 

College with Potential for Excellence 

Tiruchirappalli-620 002 

 

BOTANY ASSOCIATION INAUGURATION 

Felicitation      :     Rev. Dr. Sr. Anne  Xavier 

                                Secretary 

                                Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli-2 

Guest Speaker:     Dr. S.R. SenthilKumar 
    Associate Professor  & Head, 

    Department of Botany 

    St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli-2  

 

V N  :  anthi’s  all          D     :  1   9 2 21               :  2 to 4 pm 

 

ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 



 

Botany Association Inauguration Photos 

 
 

  

 

 

 



 

23.10.2021- E-Quiz on “ raditional Vs  odern Foods” 

 A quiz is a form of mind sport which players attempt to answer questions 

correctly about a certain or variety of subjects. The personality quiz like Multiple choice 

quizzes can be an effective and simple way to measure learning. In accordance with this, 

the PG and Research Department of Botany organized E- Quiz on “ raditional Vs 

 odern Foods” to celebrate “World Food Day” for all UG & PG students to measure 

growth in knowledge, abilities or skills, to impart the importance of traditional food and 

also to improve nutrition and resilience through online mode during 4pm to 6pm on 

23.10.2021. Dr. S. Catharin Sara, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Botany 

organized the quiz. Dr. B. Helenmary Piramila, Assistant Professor of Botany conducted 

the quiz. The quiz questions were prepared using google forms and 20 questions from 

basic traditional and Modern foods were questioned. Totally, 166 Students from Holy 

Cross College, St. Joseph’S College, EVR College, Seethalakshmi Ramaswami College, 

Jamal Mohammed College, Sri AVVM Pushpam College, Poondi, Sri Sevugan 

Annamalai College - Devakottai and Alagappa University, Karaikudi, TamilNadu, India 

was attended within 2 hours of the quiz. Among 166 students, 111 students secured 75% 

Marks and above. The certificates are issued to the candidates who secure & 75% and 

above through their registered email. This E- quiz will provide a springboard for the 

students to explore their knowledge or actions and performance. Overall, the E-quiz was 

a huge triumph. 

 

 

 

P   ND R    RC  D P R   N   F     N 

  L  CR    C LL    (    N      
                                        

                                                                       

                                     

 iruchirappalli   2    2   amilnadu    ndia 

                       

                                                                

                                                                          

                                                                           

                                                           

       

Dr P  hanthi

        

Dr  ( r      Christina  ridget

         



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

16.12.2021 – Dr. R. M. Meenakshi Endowment Lecture 

  PG & Research Depatment of Botany conducted Dr. R. M. Meenakshi 

Endowment lecture for Botany students on 16.12.2021 at 2.00 to 4.00 pm in Botany UG 

Lab. Dr. A. Aslam, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, Jamal Mohamed College 

(Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli was the resource person. The programme started with 

prayer song by Ms.J.Alwin Latrecia, II M.Sc Botany. This is followed by reading of 

minutes by Botany club association Secretary Ms. S. Fiez Riswana, II M.Sc Botany. Dr. 

B. Helenmary Piramila, President of Botany club association and Assistant Professor of 

Botany delivered welcome address and introduced the chief guest. The chief guest gave a 

special lecture on ‘Innovations in Botany: Why? and How?’. He emphasized the need of 

innovations at the present hour and presented a very clear idea about design thinking for 

innovations with great example such as plant compounds in the field of missile too. He 

explained how to use the available space for growing plants and the various components 

of startup and insisted its importance in the field of botany.  Finally, he clarified the 

process involved from innovation to patent. He also gave government agencies which 

supports innovation and provides seed funds.  A total of 122 students were attended the 

lecture. The programme came to an end with vote of thanks proposed by Ms. N. 

Harsheni, II B.Sc Botany. On the whole, the lecture was very useful for students. 

 

 

 

P   ND R    RC  D P R   N   F     N 

  L  CR    C LL    (    N      
                                        

                                                                       

                                     

 iruchirappalli   2    2   amilnadu    ndia 

                       

                                                                

                                                                          

                                                                           

                                                           

       

Dr P  hanthi

        

Dr  ( r      Christina  ridget

         



Dr. R. M. Meenakshi Endowment Lecture- Photos 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

28.02.2022 – Prof. (Miss.) Jeya Marie memorial Interdepartmental debate 

 PG & Research department of Botany conducted Prof. (Miss.) Jeya Marie 

Memorial Interdepartmental debate on 28.02.2022 at 2.00 to 4.00 pm. on the topic ‘Post 

COVID-19 Attitudinal Changes among Students’ to generate effective critical thinking 

into primary issues in the given topic among students. The judges for the debate were Dr. 

A.J. Bhorgin Lourdu Mary, Assistant Professor & Head, Department of Zoology and Dr. 

G. Arul Selvi. Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Communication, Holy Cross 

College (Autonomous), Trichy. The programme started with the prayer service by II 

M.Sc Botany students Ms.J.Alwin Latrecia and Ms.S.Srimathi. Dr. B. Helenmary 

Piramila, Assistant Professor and President of Botany Club welcomed the gathering.  

There were 6 teams from the departments of Biochemistry, Biotechnology, 

Botany, English, Computer application and zoology of Holy Cross College participated 

in the debate competition, each team has 2 members and totally there were 12 students. 

From each team, one person argued for the topic and another argued against the topic. 

The participants, defended with statistics and validated data and made their arguments 

more emphatic with right facial expressions, body movements and gestures. All the teams 

exhibited great oratorical skills. They put in tremendous hard work to showcase their 

talent. The debaters displayed confidence in presenting their arguments before audience 

and judges.  

Finally, the judges declared the prize winners and shared their suggestions. 

Prof.(Miss.) Jaya Marie memorial shield was bagged by N. Monishanarayani of I M.Sc 

Zoology and R.Harinipriya of III B.Sc Zoology, Holy Cross College.  Sr.J.Christy 

P   ND R    RC  D P R   N   F     N 

  L  CR    C LL    (    N      
                                        

                                                                       

                                     

 iruchirappalli   2    2   amilnadu    ndia 

                       

                                                                

                                                                          

                                                                           

                                                           

       

Dr P  hanthi

        

Dr  ( r      Christina  ridget

         



Mettilda, II M.Sc Botany won the II prize and the Third prize was bagged by  

B.Dharshana, II B.A English. The programme came to an end with vote of thanks 

proposed by Ms.G. Divyadarsini, III B.Sc Botany, Holy Cross College (Autonomous), 

Trichy. All participants were provided with a certificate of participation.  

The debate and the discussion shared on the topic ‘Post COVID-19 Attitudinal 

Changes among Students’ made positive impact among the students and the students 

understood the concept and their entity in today’s scenario of education. 

             Prof. (Miss.) Jeya Marie memorial Interdepartmental debate Photos 
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