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The year end is an opportunity to reflect on the past and to visualize the future. It has been 

a year of intense reflection within the Department on how to expand and bring quality to basic 

sciences, innovation and collaboration even during pandemic situation. The Watson and Crick 

Club of PG And Research Department of Biotechnology & Bioinformatics, Holy Cross College, 

Trichy organized a 3 day Online Faculty Development Programme workshop on “Virtual 

Teaching- A Paradigm Shift Offline To Online Teaching” by   Girinath G. Pillai, Research 

Scientist, Nyro Research India and Mentor to Niti Ayog’s ATL Labs for the Faculties of 

various departments in Holy Cross College and other Colleges. The workshop was conducted on 

15th, 17th and 19th June 2020 from 3.00 PM to 4.30 PM via Voov meeting application and also 

streamed, live in YouTube and further edited videos of all three sessions were posted in the 

Channel of Girinath Pillai. Around 125 participants registered for the event and 60 participants 

attended the workshop for all three days. The event started with a prayer service followed by a 

brief welcome address by Dr. M. Rajalakshmi, Head, Department of Biotechnology and 

Bioinformatics. The speaker was very delighted to deliver his presentation to wide variety of 

participants through Holy Cross College online workshop programme conducted by PG and 

Research Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics. The first day of the workshop focused 

on tools for online teaching and training: Google forms, mentimeter and Slido. Second day of 

workshop concentrated on Google slides and docs, Gnomio, Moodle, Socrative, Kahoot and Slide 

share. Third day of workshop was on Google Classroom, webinar streaming, Class Marker, E-

Certificate creation and white board. At the end of everyday session, the speaker gave assignment 

to the participants and asked them to submit on 21st June 2020.  

 As funding plays a major role in the development of research, we organized a webinar on 

“Funding Opportunities in Biotechnology” delivered by   Dr. Meenakshi Munshi, 

Adviser/Scientist G, Head HRD & Societal Program Division, Department of Biotechnology, 

Government of India for the Faculties, UG, PG, Scholars of various departments in Holy Cross 

College and other colleges. The webinar was held on 27th June 2020 from 11.30 AM to 12.30 
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AM via Google meet. The event started with a prayer service followed by a brief welcome address 

by Dr. M. Rajalakshmi, Head, Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics. Around 257 

participants registered for the event and 127 participants attended the webinar through Google 

meet. The webinar mainly focused on research proposal implementation, requirements for research 

proposal, collaborative projects and various funding schemes of DBT for students, researchers, 

and postdoctoral fellows, early and mid-career investigators. The webinar ended with the vote of 

thanks delivered by Dr. G. Smilin Bell Aseervatham, Assistant Professor, and Department of 

Biotechnology. 

The paradigm shifts from offline to online mode of teaching led us to organize three-day 

online student development programme (SDP) on “Digital Technology for Online Learning” 

for the students of our department in Holy Cross College. The online SDP was conducted on 17th, 

18th and 19th July 2020 from 2.30 PM to 4.00 PM via Zoom and Google meeting application. 

First day event started with a prayer service by Mrs. Clara Mary, Assistant Professor, Department 

of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics followed by a brief welcome address by Dr. G. Smilin Bell 

Aseervatham, Assistant Professor, Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics then Dr. L. 

Gayathri, Assistant Professor from Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics, Holy Cross 

College started her presentation on “Google Applications for Online Learning” and explained 

about Google Classroom, Google calendar, Google Meet, Jamboard, Google docs, sheet, form and 

slides. Second day started with the prayer service and welcome address by Mrs. Clara Mary 

followed by the lecture of Dr. G. Smilin Bell Aseervatham, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Biotechnology and Bioinformatics, Holy Cross College. She delivered an excellent talk on 

“Classroom to Virtual Learning” where she elaborated on the use of Socrative, Canvas, ZOHO, 

edmodo, Moodle, Flipgrid, Squigl and Whiteboard.fi. Final Day of the workshop was started with 

a prayer service by Mrs. Clara Mary, Assistant Professor, Department of Biotechnology and 

Bioinformatics followed by a brief welcome address by Dr. G. Smilin Bell Aseervatham, 

Assistant Professor, Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics then Dr. Sujatha 

Ilangovan, Dean of Extension, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology, Holy Cross College 

delivered an excellent talk on “Interactive Platforms of online Learning”. She conducted her 

lecture very interestingly by interacting with our students with interactive platforms such as 

Kahoot, Mentimeter, Socrative, GimKit, Slido, Slack, LinkdIn and SlideShare. The session was 

excellent and the first of its kind conducted as a webinar for our students to motivate their online 

learning. At last the webinar ended with the vote of thanks delivered by Dr. M. Rajalakshmi, 

Head, Assistant Professor, Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics, Holy Cross College. 
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 To inculcate the chromatography technical skills Dr. Devanesan Arul Ananth, Associate 

Professor from Department of Biotechnology, Karpagam Academy of Higher Education, Deemed 

to be University, Coimbatore delivered a talk in our club on “Application of Liquid 

Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry in Food and Phytochemistry”. He also encouraged the 

students to apply for various fellowship schemes and vacancies in the field of phytochemistry in 

Israel. The session was interesting and interactive and all the students actively participated. The 

programme ended with the vote of thanks delivered by Ms. Shanmugam Meyammai. 

 The club has convened a webinar on “Career Guidance for Biotechnologist” for our final 

year students by Dr. Keerthiga Sridhar, Project manager, Shri Life Technology Solutions. 

Virtual talk was held on 10th February, 2021 from 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm via Google meeting 

application. The event started with a prayer service and welcome address delivered by Ms. 

Jeevarahini, Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics. The session was interesting and 

interactive and all the students actively participated. The programme ended with the vote of thanks 

delivered by Ms. Abinaya. 

With relevance to the world water day, the club activity was extended to conduct an 

“Ideology Presentation on Marine Biotechnology” for our UG and PG students on 12th March 

2021. Event was started with the prayer service and welcome address by our UG students. Dr. 

Dhanananajay Kumar, CSIR-Post Doctoral Fellow, Neurotherapeutics Laboratory Department 

of Pharmaceutical Engineering and Technology, Indian Institute of Technology (Banaras Hindu 

University), Varanasi was the chief guest for the whole competition and distributed the certificate 

to the best presenters. Chief Guest asked questions to access the analytical skills and gave his 

valuable suggestions to improve the ideology presentation. At the end of the session Ms. J. Jusni 

Jeniffer, presented the vote of thanks.  

The valediction of the club was held on 13th March 2021 and the event was started with the 

prayer service and welcome address by our UG students. Then, valedictory talk was given by Dr. 

Oluwakemi J Awakan, Lecturer I, Department of Biochemistry, Landmark University 

Omuaran, Nigeria on the topic “Saving the world with Biotechnology”. Finally, the valedictory 

address was given by Ms. Jeevarahini, Student Vice president of Watson and crick club. The 

session was excellent because of the interactive participation of our students with the chief guest. 

At the end, vote of thanks was given by Dr. L. Gayathri, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Biotechnology and Bioinformatics.  


